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586-4026 


Hours: Mon-Thurs: 11 am to 10pm e Fri & Sat: 10am fo Jame Sun: 3pm fo 10pm 


INTRODUCING 
TWO TASTY NEW ITEMS... 


Looking for a new 
(It's right here under 


VAN 


d try one! 


Old world Breads, baked right here. |] introdubing ye ends at the FLATS) 
gsted | | UT New York wns thing since pizza! Foodee’ 
Foodee’s BULKEES. These two sted |. on Soca iz 2 
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ee gol your choice of Sourdough we ate 
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lettuce tomato and mayo oY mustard. 


They'll fill you uP without emptying your W 
Available until 3:00 pm. 


(ntroductory Prices!!! 
Foodee’s BULKEES 
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by flike Chrisman 
Hello again, American teenagers, and welcome to another episode of “Ancient 
History, When Your Parents Were Kids.” Today’s topic is Sneakers. 

The problem with you teenagers today is you don’t know what it was like before 
sneakers became part of your parents’ investment portfolio. Centuries ago, kids weren’ton 
a first-name basis with our shoes. We would no more holler, “Mom, where’s my Thom 
McAns?” than our moms would have asked, “Honey, can you answer the AT&T? I’m busy 
taking some Swanson’s out of the Kenmore.” Used: to be they weren’t even called 
“sneakers”. They were “tennis shoes” — or when I was in grade school, and only Pancho 
Gonzalez and a bunch of Australians played tennis — “gym shoes”. You brought them to 
school; you hung them so they dangled out of the way under your desk (because you were 
kind of embarrased by them), you put them on when you went outside to recess; you took 
them off when Mrs. Millerrang the bell for you tocome backin. Inhigh school itwasexactly 
the same, except then you kept them in your gym locker, where they could grow microbes 
that might be important to the Defense Department. 

ButI’l let you kids imagine how life was in the eons before zillionaire athletes sold 
shoes, by usinga literary device we writers call “parallellism”. Parallelism is like when your 
parents say, “I don’t want you to shovel food in your mouth that way, because your cousin 
Stanley used to eat like that, and then he only got400’son his SAT’s.” It’scalled parallelism 
because wise mathematicians have said parallel lines meet in infinity, and we just have to 
accept that, even though we know it’s wacked-out nonsense. 

To illustrate: imagine the most common, boring, run-of-the-mill thing you meet 
up with during your regular day (““Dad” is not an acceptable answer). I suggest we use the 
example of the pencil. What could be more humdrum? 

Now, imagine Doc Brown takes you along with MichaelJ. McFly some forty years 
into the Future, and in every magazine you read, during every TV show, on the side of every 
people-moving device, you find extremely sexy and state-of-the-art advertisements for 
pencils. Pencils! People you meet in the Future don’t go anywhere without at least one of 
their designer pencils. The World Series is sponsored by pencil manufacturers, and 
commercials show the Series’ MVP autographing baseballs with the sponsor’s pencil. 
Michael Jordan, finishing his second term as President, signs all the nation’s legislation with 
the new, hot pencil that kids everywhere are demanding for Christmas. During prime time, 
commercials show a hunk actor, playing a suave architect, looking meaningfully across his 
drawing board at a babe actress, playing another suave architect, who says, “All my men 
use a Blackfoot #2.” 

If you went into the Future and saw all this stuff, you’d probably have one of two 
reactions: 1) These people don’t have all their oars in the water; nobody gives arodent’s butt 
for pencils! 2) Man, when I getback to the Present, I gotta buy up some serious pencil stock. 

Believe me, students, this is exactly how your parents feel when you ask for a 
wheelbarrow full of money to buy new LA Nikeboks. When your parents tum pale and 
scream, “How much??!!" it’s because when they were your age they boughta car for that 
much. 


MOVIES 

wth 
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Moving, Funny, 
Imformaitive, 
Thrilling and 
even Amazing: 


This month's new arrivals 
© HOOK « STORY OF BOYS AND GIRLS e 
© HEART OF DARKNESS © JUICE ® INNER CIRCLE e 
° RUSH e 
¢ EUROPA EUROPA e 
LADIES ON THE ROCKS 
(Denmark) 
© SLACKER « 


I hope this lesson has helped you see the historical connection between gym shoes 
and pencils. And if it hasn’t, well...1’ll bet you don’t believe parallel lines ever meet in 
infinity, either. 
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BUY COMIC NEWS 
SUBSCRIPTIONS! 


The gift that keeps on giving...22 issues yearly! 
Third Class - $20.00 (please allow two to three weeks delivery) 
First Class - $36.00 (please allow two to three days delivery) 
To upgrade any existing subscription from third class 
to first class mail, call 413-586-2274 for information. 
Send this coupon and check or money order to: 
Check here for VALLEY COMIC NEWS Check here for 
Third Class ($20) PO Box 515 First Class ($36) 
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YOU HATE MINORMES! 
POUCE OFFICERS! I'M ive ‘OLIN! 


TAREE-CAR GARAGE 
GOES THERE, AND... 


After Tina 
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International . 
Clothing, Sculpture, 
: & Gifts 


We (ees “SS 
€) cam 
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ARADISE COPIES 
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“TLL SHOW YOU MINE IF YOULL SHOW me YouRS.* 


Look for us at 
“Bright Moments” 


COOKED TO ORDER 


253-9200 
31 Boltwood Walk * Amherst 
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Views Or Tue Wortp 


sees HERE CME eee 
OPES a 
COSTA RICA THE WoRsT Fam RERDY tina 
A, el Aviv 


ISRAEL 


PART 
ls fi) OF THE CAMPAIGIV. 


GABLE 
GLOBE AND MAIL 
Toronto 

CANADA 


DED DOM, 
TERRIBLY 
MISUNDESIO0D-. 


PLANTU 
LE MONDE 


Paris 
FRANCE 


Lots of Good 
Healthy 
Mexican Food §} 
& 
Great Deals 


LIVE 


at the Bookmill 
in Montague, MA 
Aug. 8, 8:30 PM 


Cassettes & T-shirts 
available at leticia 


=T 4 


Every Day! 


Call for bookings 


hd hs pt rd ed at OE 


Northampton 584-0673 
Amherst @ 256-8217 
Springfield # 788-0919 


a 


56 Grant Av. Northampton, MA 
413 585-8856 01060 


Tats Mopern Wort py Tom ToMORROW 
THIS MOODLE WORLD THIS MODE 


TRUTH WOULD NoT BE 
NE Ses, PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION, LESS }-| 50, To THE VAST PERCENTAGE OF YOU WHO SE eS eee INE LECTION STRATEGY FOR Bice sy WICH DAN uN TE 
s 1S ELIGIBLE vot- R-1SIT AT HOME ON YOUR REAR ENDS ON ELEC r ITHE REPUBLICANS... DOING RATHER SUCCESSFULLY ONTIL His AS 


©ToM TeMRROW “92 


“50 IT 1S NECESSARY FOR THEM TO INTROT 


NJ ERS ACTUALLY BOTHERED To SHow UP A : 
Fe rus Tie NoWBER ve si ow UP ar BN OG TD YUST LIKE 10 ae — SHORT-TERM Cone UNFORTUNATE RUN-IN WITH A PorA7o... 
: THE SO-CALLED LANDSLIDE 5 ESET EDN [eGotline s '> AGWGIES © DAS ECE A. WE ARR THE PARTEE OF FAMILEE 


*| VICTORIES ENJOYED BY MR. REAGAN. GE Een VALYOOS! 
: any 4 ‘ 


ti SPARKY™ FOR 


SPARKY™ FOR;..°.° é >... ee Ks 
PRESIDENT. | 2 ee 7 


MEANIHILE, AS HER FATHER'S CAMPAIGN ViLI= 

FIED SINGLE MOTHERS, DOROTHY Busy LEBLoND, 
A OINORCED MOTHER OF TWO, WAS QUIETLY RE: 
MARRIED (ALBEIT, IRONICALLY, TO A DEMOCRAT)... 


FAMILY VALUES...THE MEDIA TOOK THE BAIT 
civ GUSTO-- ESPECIALLY NEWSWEEK MAG- 
AZINE, WHICH MUSED: “DAN QUAYLE SEEMS 
TO HAVE NUDGED PRESIDENTIAL POLITICS 
PERILOUSLY CLOSE TO SOMETHING THAT 
REALLY MATTERS..." 


BYES! ITS MUCH NORE IMPORTANT FoR THE 

CANDIDATES To DISCUSS “FAMILY YALUES* 
THAN, SAY, THE [IMPENDING COLLAPSE OF 
UR NATION'S BANKING SYSTEM..- 


SS. 


_——————— | 
E| THANKS FOR THE RECESSION, THANKS FOR WHO WAS THAT ON] [SoME PENGUIN TALK- 
Ry THE PERSIAN GULF WAR, THANKS FOR THE THE TV, DEAR? ING ABOUT POLITICS of 
| SAVINGS AND LOAN CRISIS, THANKS FoR SOMETHING... 
IRAN-CONTRA..THANKS FoR EVERYTHING | 
THE REPUBLICANS HAVE DONE TO THIS 3 HEY! WE'RE JUST 
|iNce It Was YOUR Roary wien anos | TAINWENT TONIGHT! 
' Y WHICH MADE |: ONIGHT: 
2{IT ALL POSSIBLE! IN FACT-- a |e es ae 
eee ee =) || NEW TATTOO! 


I NOW PRONOUNCE GEORGE BUSH PoLiTi- 
CALLY. IMMUNE TO CHEAP SHOTS ABOUT HIS 
DAUGHTER, THE SINGLE PARENT. 
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Advance Cutting 
e Perms 
Artistic Coloring 


Get 


=! 


20” OFF 


ALL SERVICES” with this coupon 


“Not valid with other discounts.Offer expires August 15, 1992 


984-8317 


ria Hawley Street, Northampton, MA 01060, 


VALLEY AIKIDO aS 


INTRODUCTORY FA 
CLASSES nf 


yaping Jayjuusp :oj0yg 


Environmentally Responsible Products 


BwiIO PTION S 


17 Strong Ave., Northampton 


Special Summer Rates 
3 months for $759 


A 


or 
1 month for $3000 


(413) 586-0355 
131 King Street 
_Northampton, MA 01060 
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ee “SRA aR GEL ALS 
Te ew~ ee euanveeaauee exes” 


Downstairs at Thornes 
150 Main Street © Northampton, MA e (413)-586-801 
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Take ir 28 Leave rr yum. Bova 


Q. What kind of fish lays rectangular 
eggs? 

A. The swell shark. That's the one 
that blows itself up like a balloon to 
Scare off other fish. 

A touring piano player who works 
hotels says he carries two thick phone 
books. All hotel pianos, He says, sit 
high on rollers. One phone book goes 
under the foot pedals. The other goes 
under him. 

‘ Geckos are weird. Some bear their 
young live. Others lay eggs in pairs. 


The rain in Spain does not fall mainly 
on the plain. The plains are mainly 
high and dry. The rain in Spain falls 

mainly in the mountains. 

The stingray’s tail is a double weapon: 

it cuts flesh and injects poison. 

Q. Native Greenlanders live in 
wooden shelters. But there aren't any 
trees on Greenland. So what kind of 
wood is it? 

A. Siberian driftwood, mostly. 


Doctors say a sex change operation 
ages a person abut five years. 
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Your local source for quality 
photographic services and supplies 


RUSH SERVICE AVAILABLE 


e E-6 Slide Processing ° 
e Contact Sheets ¢ 
e Proofing & Film Development ¢ 
e Color and Black & White e 
e IIfochrome Prints from Slides ¢ 
e Slide Duplicates e 
e Art Copy ° 


Darkroom Supplies 


584-1235 


Rear- 19 Hawley St., Northampton 


The suicide rate among compulsive 
gamblers is 125 percent higher than it 
is for the general population. 

Get to bed by 9 p.m. at least one night 
a week. That's the advice of a mental 
health specialist. On that catch-up 
night, the extra sleep is supposed to 
mend what it failed to fix on the other 
six nights. 

The eyes of spiders glow in the dark 
when you shine a light on them. 

A circus elephant needs a vegetable 
oil rubdown at least twice a year. 
Better not believe the experts when 
they tell you the grownup alligator has 
no natural enemies besides man. The 
fish known as the alligator gar is said 
to be able to kill an alligator with one 
bite. 

The four oldest words in English are 
“gold,” “apple,” “tin,” and “bad.” 
According to the Congressional 
Record, almost a third of all the new 
laws passed in 1991 specified some 
day, week, month, year, or decade to 
celebrate, such as Mushroom Month 
or Country Music Month. 


pn Ar B 


Report is that 38 percent of first 
marriages end in divorce now, and 43 
percent of the second marriages. 
Countless people will argue your claim 
that milk is heavier than cream. 
The tarantula can go up to two anda 
half years without eating anything. 
When you were 20, your brain, if 
typical, was heavier than it ever was 
or ever will be. Brainologists make 
the point that it’s not the weight of 
your brain that counts, but the weight 
of what’s in it. 

Here’s how President Harry Truman 
opened his first press conference: 
“Pray for me, boys.” 

A hummingbird’s wings beat 55 times 
a second when feeding, 200 times a 
second when courting. 
Communication linesfolk say a fifth of 
the telephone pole should be under- 
ground. 

One out of every five people in 
Australia was born on some other 
continent 


Young salmon go downstream tail 

first. 

Most languages of the South Seas 
permit the speaker to deliver about 50 
syllables a minute. You get some 
idea of how slow this is when you 
know the typical American speaks 220 
syllables a minute while the average 
Frenchman utters 350. 

Q. How come you can see a Star a 
little more clearly if you look not 
directly at it but right next to it? 

A. Outer edges of your eye's retina 
tend to be more sensitive to light than 
the retina’s center. 

Q. Only two Americans. have been 
nominated for the presidency and 
defeated three times. Who were 
they? 

A. Henry Clay and William Jennings 
Bryan. 


People who sell pets say iguanas are 
moving well these days. Upkeep 
costs are low, evidently. They're listed 
among the “econo-pets” along with 
cats and terriers. 

Police cars in Salem, Mass., have 
pictures of witches on the doors. 
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Artwear for 


Summer 

© Tee Shirts © 

© Sweatshirts @ 
© Jewelry @ 

© Accessories © 
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LocaL Hrrors 


“THINK'R 


AS THE BOYS LOOKED Down, 

THEY REALIZED THAT THE CRED ICTIONS 
OF THEIR ELDERS HAD Come 

TO BE, THEY HAD POINKED AN 

FYE OUT. 
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Why dogs never win at poker. 


dog feathers by Giles Hopkins 


Cat Scan 


SNIMIdOH “DO 
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PUT THE car 


OF Bos Bricgs 


People ask me, “Joe Bob, is 
your name really Joe Bob?” 

And | always have to fess up. | 
wasn't born “Joe Bob.” 1|'m the first 
person in human history to be named 
“Joe Bob” by choice. 

And then they say, “So how'd 
you. choose that name anyhow?” 

And so | thought I'd explain it 
once and for all, for everybody who's 
curious. 

| chose the name because it 
sounds Southern, it sounds poor, and it 
sounds like it comes from an unedu- 
cated background. In other words, | 
chose a name that | thought everyone 
could feel superiorto. Because, like it or 
not, there’s a deeply ingrained prejudice 
in America against people from the 
South, people who are poor, and people 
who have no education. 

And then | just started saying all 
the things | would normally say anyway, 
making jokes about everyone and ev- 
erything, taking on any and all comers, 
but because | have the name “Joe Bob,” 
it became very easy to spot the bigots. 


Jor Bos Briccs 


Part I 


They’re the ones who don’t listen to 
what say. They just say, “Consider the 
source — it’s a guy named ‘Joe Bob.” 

And this is fine with me — be- 
cause, once you're kissed off as be- 
neath contempt by all the fine upstand- 
ing bigots (many of whom are “liberal,” 
by the way), then you end up with an 
audience of people who don't care about 
names. They're the realliberal thinkers. 
They're listeners, not judgers. 

| get these letters all the time: 
“Why do you pick on women?” Why do 
you pick on Minorities?” Why do you 
pick on Anita Hill?” (In fact, | got a 
mountain of Anita Hill letters, just be- 
cause | said that Anita oughta start filing 
those sexual harassment complaints a 
little quicker than ten years down the 
road.) “Why are you homophobic?” (1 
don’t even know what “homophobic” 
means.) 

But the fact is, | don’t pick on 
anybody. 

Lemme correct that. | pick on 
everybody. | puta machine gunupona 
swivel and hit 30 targets, without regard 


_Parr il 


to any political opinion. This is what 
drives people crazy. They want me to 
have a political point of view. They keep 
trying to figure outwhat my political point 
of view is. 

Listen to me: | don’t have any 
political opinions. None. Zero. Nada. 

| just think what human beans 
do to one another is very funny. 

So, | put the machine gunupon 
the swivel, and about one in thirty people 
will scream. Whenever somebody 
screams, | fire at ‘em thirty more times. 

That’s how you identify the sa- 
cred cow, then execute the sacred cow. 

The people who scream are the 
people who say, “You can joke about 
them. | understand that. But you can't 
joke about these helpless people.” And 
by “helpless people,” they mean the 
particular interest group they represent 
— somebody who's been wronged, or 
abused, or hurt in the past. 

And what they don't realize is 
that we're all helpless. We're all a /ot 
less powerful and in control and to- 
getherthanwethink. That’swhat makes 


us funny. 

And nobody is more helpless 
than “Joe Bob.” In New York City, for 
example, alll have to dois iell people the 
name, and they not only laugh, they go 
into a mocking, fake Southern drawl. 

Idon’'tgetmad, eventhough I’m 
from the South and | don’t think the way 
we talk is particularly funny. 

They find my behavior funny. 

| find their behavior funny. 

We're even. 

That's why I’m Joe Bob. When 
you start on the bottom rung, you can’t 
really be insulted. From down here 
where | look at everything, you enjoy 
yourself more. 

To discuss the meaning of life 
with Joe Bob, orto get his world-famous 
newsletter, write Joe Bob Briggs, P.O. 
Box 2002, Dallas, TX 75221. Joe Bob's 
fax line is always open: 214-368-2310. 
COPYRIGHT 1992 CREATORS SYN- 
DICATE, INC. 
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Have you heard about these fat 
women who started the new protest 
group — the “We Have the Right To Be 
Fat If We Want To” women? 

The idea is that they've been 
going on diets all their lives, slimming 
down, blimping up, slimming down, pig- 
ging out, getting skinny, puffing out like 


a Pop-Tart — and now they're all con-_ 


fused and screwed up and unhealthy, 
and so they’re not going to take it any- 
more. And they've got all kinds of pro- 
fessors on their side, who say that diets 
are destroying their lives. 

‘ | think this is great. | think you 
oughta be whatever you wanna be. 
When | was growing up, the neighbor- 
hood was full of fat women, and fat men, 
too, and nobody thought diddly squat 
about it. We could have been living in 
Bulgaria, the fat person's capital of the 
world, for all anybody cared about it. 

But | think these people are 
wrong when they say Americans actu- 
ally discriminate against fat people. 
Unless you're trying out for the Martha 
Graham Dance Company or something 


— where | understand they do have a 
problem with 180-pound ballerinas — | 
think that generally the opposite is true. 
Americans love fat. We loved Jackie 
Gleason. We love Roseanne Barr, no 
matter how much she gains or loses. 
We love Oprah, whether she’s dieting or 
not. We love John Candy. We loved 
John Belushi. We love Kathy Bates 
(who is not really fat, but she’s above 
average for a movie star). We love 
Jonathan Winters and W.C. Fields and 
“Junior” on “Hee Haw.” 

It's actually the skinny people 
we don't like. 

You cantake people who would 
never dare make a comment.about how 
fat someone was, put them in a room 
with, say, Mariah Carey or Christie 
Brinkley or the latest Playmate-of-the- 
Month, and watch the fur fly. “Anorexic” 
is the nicest thing they'll say. 

“She’s so skinny it's unnatural. 
| think it’s grotesque.” 

“| bet she’s had plastic sur- 


gery.” 
“Look how big her butt is.” 


“She wears too much makeup 
for my taste.” 

“She looks like a snob to me.” 

And these are all people who 
don't even know the woman! 

Wives can get all bent out of 
shape if one of these thin women walks 
into the room, and their husband pays 
attention to her. But one reason the 
husbands notice is that, nine times out 
of ten, these women need to be pro- 
tected. 

Isn't it just possible that, once in 
awhile, a thin woman could show up at 
a party, and that could simply be her 
natural weight, and she could be happy, 
and healthy, and normal, and just like 
the rest of us? 

They talk about how we wor- 
ship beauty. 

We're mean to beauty. 

| have a cable TV show, and 
sometimes we hire actresses and mod- 
els to work on it. Most of these women 
work hard every day of their lives, like 
athletes, to keep their bodies in top 
physical condition. But when they walk 


onto the set, | have to pray that they 
don't hearthe comments that are gonna 
be made by some of the staff and crew. 
They're instant outcasts. They've done 
too good a job. 

Isn't this a little weird? 

Shouldn't it be equally okay to 
be fat or skinny or athletic or non-athletic 
or whatever? 

Lay off the skinny people. 

They didn’t do anything to you. 

Think of it this way: 

Maybe they can't help it, either. 


nic Kev | 
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Sometimes 


Valuable Cultural Institutions 


need help 


The Comic News has depended on its | 
e Readers 

e Advertisers 

e Subscribers 

e Sense of Humor 


— 


Our readers, advertisers, subscribers, and sense of humor have been excellent 


Hard times call for hard choices... 
Summer is slow, revenues are low... 


SO 


We wondered, “What if everybody who reads the * 
Comic News sent us a dollar?” (or more if you ,*%@ 
really want to!) © 

Then (even if only half of the Comic News ,+%°. 

0 © : 
readers sent us a dollar) we could keep SES 
on bringing all the news you need ,“< a & 

0 
all summer long. 
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IF ONLY 
OUR TARGETS KNEW 
WE HAVE BEEN THROUGH 
SENSITIVITY TRAINING AND ARE 
NOW FREE oF DEHUMANIZING 
SEXUAL Bids! 


The Valley Comic News « July 23, 1992 13 


ee a ee ee ae oe ar eee eee eS eS i te a ee a wee. 


RUSSIAN PRESSING 


Women's Shoes, Clothing & Accessories 
Zanna ° 187 North Pleasant Street Amherst 
413.253.2563 
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3% Solution 
Tired of being the target of bait 


and switch ads, high pressure salesman- 
ship and bad service? There is a simple 
solution. Visit Cahillane Motors and ask 
about our 3% pricing policy. Everyone 
gets THE BEST DEAL 


ONE Low Price 
for Everyone 


| TIONAL 
= VONEIARY FUND 


e Sales e Service . 
e Body Shop 


e 24hr Towing 
e Rentals © Leasing 


es CAHILLAND &J 


MOTORS 


i | I a 
ta 


ape AT TWO LOCATIONS Al SO 
Reinmnsttte | wottntanattiom | — SUMSapM 
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TOLL FREE IN MASS 1-800-626-1208 


Views Or THE Worip 


TAYO 
THIS WEEK 
Lagos 
NIGERIA 


JEAN, MARGIE, 
JENNY, SUSAN, PHOEBE, 
HAZEL, PEGGY, CATHY, 
GLADYS, LANA, 
DOROTHY --- 


ISAAC 
BULLETIN TODAY 


Manila 
PHILIPPINES 


CUMMINGS 
WINNIPEG FREE PRESS 
Winni 


peg 
CANADA 


WEATHER REPORT: RISING SUN & CLOUDY 


Nt ot om me ve ert otenemae| > EY OW NESSIE Dey sSeeces ~ 


i 


MoRE SociALS' uGGesTONS From VipEo-To-Go = fersonal Petve-Inv 


On a Balmy eve; stick Ty + Vek out d window, Setye Popcorn w/Cheez Whiz» 
and obsetve From open Vehicles w/Agsorled Priye-in Nufs.-.... | 


s 


theta Jian e ae si iets 0 eninee 
aA cis. SN eee. 5 = a 


IDIOT 
Honey, tell OTIS fo - a ae 
ge easy on the J excuse me, could y: BUG y, ? 


cheez, whiz, ee turn up the Volume just aap? 
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VIPEO= 
401 MAIN Sr 
AMHERST, MA. 


__ NORTHAMPTON BREWERY: 11 BREWSTER COURT NORTHAMPTON MA 584-9903 _ site 
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Nosopy Knows YOU... 


Gan i nips j sept Hind Nhs AEA : 
rae ( a CA a ase: | ee rego ng 
\ FE SS PASS ‘ y2 tN 
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See us at our new location 
August 1# at 


196 Main Street, Northampton 


4ALMAGUND! 


211 Maln St. e Northampton 
§86-5123 


CRO fo} CBO 


AYMARKET 


OOKS TORE: CAFE 


“THIS CRE JS 
Tor THE MENTALLY Zt. 
Tic ADDICTS GRATE. 

1S DOWN THE Bech. 


B 


i —_ 


fe- 
o, 
Se 


DOWN-CRACK 
OPEN AT FA.M. ! 


DISTINGET 
NON: SMOKING AREA 


AIR - CONDITIONED 
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EARTHWEEK: A DIARY OF THE PLANET 


By Steve Newman 


Weather Woes 


Several days of unrelent- 
ing heat, severe thunder- 
storms, tornadoes and 


flash flooding plagued various loca- 
tions from the American Midwest to 
the Atlantic Seaboard. One twister 
destroyed 12 homes and injured at 
least 28 people as it skirted the Indi- 
ana town of Kendallville. At Marion, 
in northern Indiana, heavy rain 
brought the Mississinewa River to 
morethanfive feet above flood stage, 
stranding about 1,000 people in a 
mobile home park. A blistering heat 
wave raised temperatures to above 
100 degrees from Pennsylvania to 
Georgia and is blamed for at least 
four deaths. 


Marine Kill 


Ukrainian marine biolo- 
[el gists reported the mass 

death of fish, shrimp and 
crab in the Azov Sea, which borders 
the Black Sea. Scientists believe itis 
the result of a local factory's dis- 
charge of hazardous chemicals, but 
no traces of poisonous substances 
have been found in the dead wildlife. 
This is the second mass kill within 
the past two years — the last was 
caused by unusually warm water 
temperatures which reached 80 
degrees. Recent temperatures have 
been at a near-normal 68 degrees. 


Tropical Storms 


Heavy rains from typhoon 
6) Eliunleashed a 10-foot-high 
wall of mud and stone that 
rushed down Lankaya River at the 
foot of Mt. Pinatubo volcano. No one 
was injured by the flow, or from the 
storm's 90-mph winds. Eli's rains 
werewelcomedby officials who were 
worried that reservoirs supplying 
Manila’s eight million people were 
rapidly drying up due to drought. The 
storm later lost force over northern 
Vietnam. 
Hurricanes Estelle, Frank and 
Georgette formed over the warm 
Pacific waters off Central America. 


For the week ending | 
July 17, 1992 
Eruption 


oa Mount Pinatubo volcano 
AX erupted with plumes of 
steam and a flow of lava 


which poured into the crater lake on 
the mountaintop. The Philippine In- 
Stitute of Volcanology and Seismol- 
ogy issued an alert for communities 
around Pinatubo after the moderate 
eruption. Scientists believe that the 
volcano is rebuilding its dome, and 
that aviolent explosion, similartothe 
one last June, is unlikely. 


Floods 


Iranian radio reported that 
es three days of heavy rain- 
fall and storms in Gilan 
province caused the Caspian Seato 
flood 3,000 houses, offices, shops 
and schools. The downpours also 
inundated 120 acres of farm land. 
Tens of thousands of Burmese 
refugees were lashed by heavy mon- 
soon rains which spread waterborne 
diseases through their squalid en- 
campmentsin southern Bangladesh. 


Wildfires 


Hundreds of volunteers in 
PY the Baltic nation of Latvia 

joined professional fire- 
fighters and soldiers to battle doz- 
ens of forest fires, including one near 
aformer Soviet military base that still 
stores nuclear weapons. Months of 
cloud-free skies have left much of 
northern Europe tinder-dry. The 
severe drought and heat wave also 
sparked fires in peat bogs near the 
Latvian capital of Riga. 


Earthquakes 


Two earthquakes rocked 
KS the Mus and Erzurum re- 

gions of eastern Turkey 
within seven hours, destroying 15 
homes and damaging 27 others. 
Quakes and aftershocks continued 
to rumble beneath Southern Califor- 
nia. Earth movements were also felt 
in northern Japan, Tonga, northern 
Peru and southern Ecuador, west- 
central Nevada, Kansas and along 
the Washington-Oregon border. 


Drought Debauch 

Police in the North African 

nation of Niger arrested 16 

people caught making love 
in cattle troughs left bone-dry by an 
extended drought across most ofthe 
continent. Police pounced on the 
pairs after Muslim clerics in Nkonni 
village charged that their “illicit” ac- 
tivities were hampering the effec- 
tiveness ofcollective prayers for rain. 
The previous week, residents of 
Zinder stripped scantily-clad young 
women in public after sages said the 
girls were holding off the rain with 
their “indecent” dress. Late rains spell 
disaster for Niger's farming commu- 
nities concentrated along the fringes 
of the Sahara desert. Anyone sus- 
pected of arousing the wrath of God 
is traditionally denounced and chas- 
tised. 


Additional Sources: U.S. National Hurricane 
Center at Miami, U.S. Military Joint Typhoon 
Waming Center at Guam, U. S. Climate Analy- 
sis Center, U. S. Earthquake Information Center 
and the World Meteorological Organization. 


ee eS ee a | 


I 1 
| Aurslins | 
Jee | | THE-SALON ! 
EST GPRS : Advance Cutting l 
wanabitinens| , Fine Italian i ° Perms « ! 
15 MILES ff eae I Artistic Coloring \ 
| Get 
9 
! 20” OFF 
\ ¢ Jae 3 
= — 50 Main Street } ALL SERVICES with this coupon} 
REST assured your car will get you where you WANABE this summer? Northampton, MA J ‘Notvalid wah other discounts.Otfer expires August 15, 1992 \ 
PELHAM AUTO SERVICE 1 584-8317 | 
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1315 FEDERAL ST., BELCHERTOWN 413-253-9302 


Beat the Summer doldrums: 


Yo, local people: Local Heroes wants 
es ou! 
Be zany, be political, be alternative, Ses 


The Valley ComiaNe 


Subscribe to The Valley Comic News 
(subse . 


WS ° July 23, 1992 AT 


THE FAR SIDE Di cea 


© 1992 Unrwersal Press Syncecate 


DOREEN'S 


© 1992 Unnerssi Press Syndaate 4A 


“OK, Mr. Hook. Seems you're trying to decide between Drawn by the pulsating sound of a rock thumping on a : Although never achieving the fame of his African 
a career in pirating or massage therapy. Well, maybe dead armadillo, two Australopithecines stood counterpart, Larry of the Lemurs was a common 
we can help you narrow it down.” at the forest edge. Instantly, Thag’s agent sight to natives of Madagascar. 


knew they had a crossover hit. 


- Want your event 
. to be really special? 


Then hire the best: 


THE GAMES MAN 


Unique entertainment for all events. 


“BEST 
CHILDREN'S 
ENTERTAINER 


Teens, adults, and 
grandparents love the 
Games Man, too! So, for 
professional performances 
that are playful, 
participatory, interactive, 
non-competitive and 
guaranteed FUN or your 
money back, call today! 


Serving: freshly 

A. squeezed vegetable 
IO juices. smoothies, 
vegetarian and 
vegan sandwiches, 


(413) 247-3322 soups,salads and 
LLE, MA 01039 
BOX 463 HAYDENVILLE, MA 01 baked goods. 
OPEN 10am- 7pm 


downtown amherst — 
next to the mercantile 


ist Place 


Thornes Market, 150 Main St. « Northampton 585-0130 


AUGUST 13, 14, 15 & 16 
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1992 Urwversst bres Sndeste 


©1987 Universal Press Syndicate 


Chicken sexual fantasies 
Unbeknownst to most historians, Einstein started “Go ahead and jump, Sid! Hell —1! know you're 
down the road of professional basketball before an thinkin’ it!” 
ankle injury diverted him into science. 


©1982 Universal Press Synaicate 


“Step on Me"& 
Step on me! 
Step on me! 


Step on me! 
Get a shove\' 


Tnank you. ¥ 


oe \ vi 


Tarantula coffeehouses Wheel spokesmodels 


©1987 Univorsal Press Syndicate © 1992 Unsversal Press Syndicate 


un go down! kiss My pre 


Goodbye human cess Poo/s 
Hahahahaha hq eas 


Every year, hundreds of tourists travel great — , 
to get a glimpse of the few remaining mountain — The Valley Comic News e July 23, 1992 19 


chihuahuas. 
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LEOLD BY ROGER SALLOOM 


My uncle Marshall Petain is a 
great guy. His father was 
Christian, his mother was Jewish 
_and his half brother was half 
Muslim and half Hindu. -His half 
brother's mother was half 
Protestant Irish and half Catholic 

Irish. Her father was half 
Armenian and the other half 
Turkish, but her great grand- 
mother was half black African 
‘and one half white south 
Bostonian. 

Our family gatherings were 

always warm and understanding 


because they all spoke Esperanto. 


The only problems we ever had 
was when a friend of the family, 
who was a humanist,showed up. 
I guess they saw him as an 
outsider. 
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© 1992 Watterson/Disinbuted by Universal Press Syndicate 


BUGS FLY IN SUCH CRAZY 
LOOPS AND ZIGZAGS. I 


WONDER WHY THEY 
DONT GET DIZZY 
AND BARF. 


WHAT \F WE DIE AND 
TY TURNS OUT GOD |S 
K BIG CHICKEN 7? 

WHAT THEN ?7 


ONE OF THE JOYS OF BEING 
A KID \S THAT EXPERIENCES 
ARE NEW AND 
ARE THEREFORE 
MORE INTENSE. 


382 Wiateric Dar outed by Ur verted Press Syrcere 


\ ENW, GROSS / 


FOR EXAMPLE, I'M ABOUT 
TO STICK MY NOSE IN A 
JAR OF MUSTARD AND 
INHALE DEEPLY? LETS 
SEE WHAT ITS LIKE. 


THE PROBLEM WITH TIGERS 
IS THEY HAVE NO SETTING 
BETWEEN “OFF” AND “High” 


VY 
IT LET MY T FIGURED 
MIND WANDER | You'D Lost 
AND \T DIDNT | YOUR MIND 
COME BACK. 


oyrapUAS Ssdig EUAN Aq poynquisiq/UOSJOLEA 2661 © 


MAYBE Bucs \ EWWWW? 
LIKE TO BARK!) THEN WOULD! 
HA UA HA HA ! 


BLAUGH 


T TELL YOU, HOBBES, ITS 
GREAT TO HAVE A FRIEND 
WHO APPRECIATES AN 
EARNEST 

DISCUSSION EA 
OF DEAS. Ze oF 


HAHA HA! BUT 


FLYING THAT 


© 1992 Watterson Distnbuted by Universal Press Syndicaio 


Wea 7-/+ 


JUST EAT ETERNAL 
YOUR DINNER, 7 CONSEQUENCES, 
THATS WHAT! 


~<a 
— 


YOUR SINUSES 
FO GRANDED. 


THOU, YOUNG ROGUE? 
CAN THERE YET 
REMAIN SOME 


* 1992 Watterson Distributed by Universal Press Syndcate 


MOM DOESNT UNDERSTAND 
COMIC BOCKS. 


MABE YOU SHOULD 
WASH YOUR HANDS. 


THOU DOST WRONG ME! FAITH, 
T KNOW NOT WHERE T WANDER. 
METHINKS THE MOST CAPRICIOUS 
ZEPAYR HATH MORE DESIGN 
THAN T. BUT Lo: Do NOT 
DETAIN ME, FOR T AM RESOW'D 
YO QUIT THIS PLACE FORTHWITH. 


AY, BUT HEAR You |] Hoy SCHLAMOLY, ISNT 

TUS, TLL SOON |] A COP SHOW ON WHERE ie 
KNOW THY BUSINESS.) | TALK LIKE REAL PEOPLE > 
GET TWEE GONE, 
WASTREL! 


SURE! THAT WAY THEY'RE | OF COURSE, THEY'RE so 
ALL COLLECTOR \TEMS! CHEAPLY PRINTED YOU HAVE To | KEEP BUYING | GREAT COMMITTEE 
THESE WILL PRESERVE THEM IN PLASTIC BASS 
BE WORTH BUT ITS A SMALL INVESTMENT —b 
BILLIONS FOR SUCH A HUGE GUARANTEED & 
OF DOLLARS Ga RETURN. 
SOME DAN ! : 


GOSH, AND T | Look AT THE 


TUIPUAS ssaig fESIBAIUN Aq PIINQUING LOTTIE, 


HE SPOILS ALL THE Good 
PARTS Too! HE NEWS OUT | STEROID IS GETTING HIS 

WHATS HAPPENING WHILE KIDNENS PUNCHED OUT WITH 

HE'S READING ! AN 1-BEAM! Ol GROSS, NOW 

y WES BLEEDING ALL OVER THE.. 


COMIC BOOKS ARENT JUST 
ESCAPIST FANTASY. THEYRE 
SOPHISTICATED SOCAL 

CRITIQUES . 


SHE DOESNT REALIZE THAT 
COMIC Books DEAL WITH ° 
SERIOUS ISSUES OF THE DAY. 
TODAYS SUPERHEROES FACE 
TOUGH MORAL DILEMMAS. 


THE ABILITY To 
SQUEEZE THAT 
FIGURE INTO 


1992 Watterson Distributed by Uneversa! Press Synacato 


Comics & Games 


The Best in 
Comics 


10-20% 
Discount 
on Comic 
Back Issues Subscriptions 
Role Playing ~ 
& Strategy Games 


Sports Cards 


Lead Figures 
& Paints We 


Special 
Order 
Comics 


Video Rental & Games 


Specializing in 
Cult Classics & 
Japanamation 


Crossroads Comics 
48 North Pleasant St. 
(next to Fire Station) 
11-7 Monday-Friday 
11-5 Sunday 
413 253-3480 


Used Comics 
& Games 
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humor me 


by Izzy Gesell 


(While Izzy is on vacation, we are reprinting some o 
our favorite columns.) 


Recently released brain research indicates that 
although men and women process information ina similar 
manner, the interpretation of that information differs greatly 
from gender to gender. This seems to be another case of 
common knowledge being repackaged under the guise of 
Scientific breakthrough. We all know that men and women 
have different criteria in assessing aspects oflife. A woman 
once told me that I possessed the one quality every woman 
wanted in a man. ““What’s that ,” I asked? “The ability to 
make passionate, sensitive, creative love and not fall asleep 
immediately after I’m done?” “No,” she chuckled. “Well, 
is it the fact that I’m the only male who actually likes to go 
food shopping and is not embarrassed to use coupons?” 
“No, dear,” she said as her eyes rolled toward the goddess. 
“It’s the fact that you put the toilet seat down when you 
leave the bathroom.” Guys, it is a truism that you could be 
Charlie Manson’s NASTY brother and, by putting the 
toilet seat down before you exit, you’ll find a woman who 
not only loves you, she’ll brag about you to her friends. 

Most women think men purposefully leave the 
Seat up to piss them off. That’s not true. New scientific 
Studies prove it’s genetic. That’s right. We lack the gene 
that gives us the ability to put the seat down. In its place, 
men can do something that women cannot: speed through 
all 36 channels on the remote controlinless than 30 seconds 
and at the same time describe exactly what each show is 
about. Watch a man and woman sitting together in front of 
a television sct. Odds are, he’s holding the remote and is 
zooming around the dial faster than time-lapse photogra- 
phy in a Disney nature film. She’s going, “WAIT! WAIT! 
WAIT! WAIT! I WANT TO SEE THAT! I WANT TO 
SEE THAT! I WANT TO SEE THAT!” “No you don’t,” 
he says. “Besides, I just want to see the score.” 

When the woman finally does get control of the 
remote, she clicks and pauses. She then chooses what to 
watch based on actually seeing something and making 
some kind of rational decision related to whether what she 
sees is what she wants. This may take as much as a few 
seconds, a time lapse that invariably cause the man next to 
herto twitch. His hand starts to shake, and he lunges toward 
the channel clicker. “GIVE ME THAT! YOUR TIME’S 
UP! YOU’RE TOO SLOW! I NEED IT NOW!” This 
behavioris evidence of RCA (Remote Control Addiction). 
There are treatment centers located’in rural areas without 
cable access but these are very expensive and usually only 
for the rich and powerful. 

Don’t despair though. Amidst all this bad news 
comes some good news. It is now possible to remedy the 
male inability to put the toilet seat down through a device 
that hooks the seat up to the remote control. 
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SORRY, HON. 
HES TED UP 
ONHISGROUP 


OH, Hi, HON! 
~IMAFRAID 


T WASNT BEING TRUE TO 
MY PRINCIPLES, WHICH WERE 
TELLING ME THAT A 6% 
NET PROFIT POSITION WASNT 


QUT OVERIT. IMEAN, WAS 
T REALLY BEING PRINGPLED 
OR WAS I JUST GREEDY ?... 


GOOP QUES- 


TASSED! WHATS 
WRONG WITH THAT 


SID, ITALSO. ~—«EXACTLY! 
MEANS PEOPLE = SOME Le 


WILL DE. 


SID, TURN YOUR FAX 
ON, WILL YOU2 T 
WANT TO SEND YOU \ 


ZONKER? MY ONL 
GRANDCHILD 1S BEING 
LOOKED AFTER. 


L MUSEUM 

REPRODUCTIONS 
NOW IN 
STOCK 


THAT UAS MY WHY? TLL 


HE IS. JOANIES PROBLEM 
SHE ONLY RE - 


é TO HER, IT'S INCONCEIVABLE = 
MOTHER-IN-LAW, BET HE'S 15 THAT THAT ZONKER MIGHT HAVE (st ®, IMME LA PP 
APPALLED GREATWITH | = MEMBERS ZONKER FROM CHANGED, THAT HE MIGHT 
THATWEHIRED = ‘IT! \ A PARTICULAR TIME... HAVE TURNEDINIO (Ee 
HEP _ eee SOMEONE WO, P and See OUrY 


Zoe EN 


selection of 
UNIQUE, 
AFFORDABLE 


MIRRORS 
. and 
E)WALL SCULPTURE[ 
FACSIMILIES, ltd 


Bess 
GOEBREECTION 
in the 
Vy ALey 


LOWEST 
PRICES, 
TOO! 


LOCATED 


ABOVE PINOCCHIO'S 
413 585 -0815 


122 MAIN STREET 
NORTHAMPTON, MA 01060 


SERS 
el 
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WE GOT IN A CAB TO GO SEE 

A MONE, BUT THE CABBIE DIDN'T 

SPEAK ENGLISH, 50 WE ENDED 

UP LOST IN BROOKLYN. SO WE RST, 

PUNTED THE MOVIE, AND TOOK STAYED AND WATCHED UNTIL THE 

THE SUBUAY TO CONEY ISLAND EMERGENCY VEHICLES ARRIVED! 
. STEAD! Sa = N 


gree. 


ei 


SO, (a 
MOTHER TREAS- SOI VIDEO- 
URES, ZONK. TAPED IT, 


OH, MICHAEL, 
YOU DIDN'T! 


SS 


MLE ECB CLL BE Be 


Ze 


VLE 


“ey 


Yi 


No B.S. Bikes at 


BICYCLE WORLD 


S. Pleasant St., Amherst (behind Bonducci's Cafe) 253-7722 
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re. Spat Emall Wine prize! 


Dont BE AN LD IOT/ 


